Community Cohesion through the Curriculum: Principles and Practice
1. Some Principles for Curriculum Planning (and for planning your assemblies)
· Help children to recognise and appreciate the important commonalities that link all human beings;

· Focus regularly on similarities and differences in human behaviour, lifestyles and experiences. Identify the common ground that often lies beneath the surface of different cultures;
· Promote the message that all human beings are of equal worth, e.g. through children understanding the universality of human rights
· Create opportunities for children to empathise with others, including those who are the targets of prejudice and discrimination (story, drama and role play are ideal vehicles for this)
· ‘Normalise’ diversity i.e. embed diversity of culture, ethnicity and lifestyle in the daily life of your school, e.g. through the books in your school, the stories your children read and have read to them, the pictures on display, the exemplars used to illustrate curriculum themes and topics;

· Celebrate linguistic diversity, including that of your children, their families and your local community when appropriate;
· Build the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child (and the implied responsibilities) into the core values, ethos and daily discourse of your school;

· Avoid stereotypical representations of people and places, e.g. at the global level, avoid promoting stereotypes of ‘the dying, the destitute and the deprived’, i.e. painting a picture of some communities in parts of the world as dehumanised victims of poverty and natural disasters;
· Take account of the global identities of many children in the UK with family and other personal links to different parts of the world;
· Highlight the interdependence of humanity and human activity, e.g. through focusing on issues such as climate change or trade justice.
2. Examples of appropriate curriculum content

· Use thematic approaches to curriculum planning e.g. food, homes, families, celebrations, games, songs, which are full of opportunities to highlight similarities, commonalities and differences across human beings;
· Topics such as ‘Where our food comes from’ can explore and highlight global interdependence;
· Topics such as Family Histories which show the migration patterns of children’s own families e.g. finding out where our grandparents were born; or ‘Our Global Family’ exploring the wider national and global links in personal family histories;
· Topics on the local area exploring diversity of people, beliefs and lifestyles and wider, global links e.g. through street names, local figures, local history, local buildings;
· Build community links into the curriculum involving parents and families;
· Connect with and involve the cultures, ethnicities and nationalities within the school and local population; NB  before doing so, ensure that individuals concerned are comfortable with being involved and under the spotlight;
· Hold special events to promote respect for diversity and community cohesion as well as embedding these values in mainstream provision;
· Multi-faith learning emphasising cross-faith similarities;
· Music from different cultures: similarities and differences e.g. in musical instruments, musical patterns, role of music in the wider culture;
· Teaching and learning that addresses stereotypes and myths about people and places (again, story, drama and role play provide ideal vehicles for this)
· Set up teaching and learning that assesses children’s attitudes towards diversity e.g. towards black and minority ethnic groups, same sex relationships, people who are disabled (Recommendation: use the resources from RISC (Reading International Solidarity Centre) on measuring children’s attitudes to diversity, ‘How do we know it’s working?’);
· Ensure that children develop secure knowledge and understanding of human rights, e.g. the UN Convention on the Rights of the Child, and the responsibilities that individual rights imply, along with the related concepts of Wants and Needs;make the most of all opportunities to connect things with the Rights of the Child;
· Create opportunities for children to reflect on and discuss probable and preferable futures (a shared vision of society)

For the UK level
· Use examples in topic themes such as those listed above from contrasting parts of the UK, including different ethnic groups, different faith and non-faith traditions;
· Make use of items in the news from different parts of the UK;

· Plan curriculum topics such as ‘We All Live in the UK’ which focus on the lives of children from a wide range of backgrounds and locations in the UK;

· In history, emphasise the contribution of people from a wide range of ethnic and socio-economic backgrounds e.g. involvement in the services in the First and Second World Wars; help children  understand that the ethnic diversity of Britain’s population has a long history and is not just a recent phenomenon;

· If the possibility exists, consider making a partnership with a school in a contrasting part of the UK. However, it needs to be born in mind that successful inter-school partnerships require considerable collective effort and commitment if they are to be sustained successfully (as applies to wider, global partnerships). For very helpful guidance on inter-school partnerships, see www.ukowla.org.uk (UK One World Linking Association) free download ‘The Toolkit of Good Practice’ almost all of which applies equally to school linking within the UK; see also www.oxfam.org.uk/education/teachersupport/cpd/partnerships/  for more very helpful guidance on inter-school partnerships.
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